Worship Booklet for Sheltering-in-Place
=== Modified Morning Prayer ===
The Fourth Sunday in Lent: March 14, 2021
The Season of Lent
THE ORDER OF SERVICE

Introduction — Rev. Dr. Lois Williams

Opening Hymn — Hymnal #490, "I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light," v. 1 & 2

Verse 1: Verse 2:
| want to walk as a child of the light. | want to see the brightness of God.
| want to follow Jesus. | want to look at Jesus.
God set the stars to give light to the world.  Clear sun of righteousness, shine on my path,
The star of my life is Jesus. and show me the way to the Father.
(to Refrain) (to Refrain)
Refrain:

In him there is no darkness at all.

The night and the day are both alike.
The Lamb is the light of the city of God.
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.

Officiant  To the Lord our God belong mercy and forgiveness, because we have rebelled
against him and have not obeyed the voice of the Lord our God by following his

laws which he set before us.  Daniel 9:9, 10

The Decalogue
Officiant  Hear the commandments of God to his people:

| am the Lord your God who brought you out of bondage.

You shall have no other gods but me. Amen.
You shall not make for yourself any idol. Amen.
You shall not invoke with malice the Name of the Lord your God. Amen.
Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy. Amen.
Honor your father and your mother Amen.
You shall not commit murder. Amen.
You shall not commit adultery. Amen.
You shall not steal. Amen.
You shall not be a false witness. Amen.
You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor. Amen.

Lord have mercy.
Lord have mercy.
Lord have mercy.
Lord have mercy.
Lord have mercy.
Lord have mercy.
Lord have mercy.
Lord have mercy.
Lord have mercy.
Lord have mercy.

Officiant  Jesus said, “The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God
is the only Lord. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul,
with all your mind, and with all your strength. The second is this: Love your
neighbor as yourself. There is no other commandment greater than these.”

Matthew 22:37-40

Officiant  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
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All Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Priest Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you
in eternal life. Amen.

Officiant  Lord, open our lips.
Response  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

All Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Officiant ~ The Lord is full of compassion and mercy: Come let us adore him.

Jubilate Psalm 100 Jubilate Deo

A Reader leads the recitation
Reader and People together

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; *

serve the Lord with gladness

and come before his presence with a song.
Know this: The Lord himself is God; *

he himself has made us, and we are his;

we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.

Enter his gates with thanksgiving;
go into his courts with praise; *
give thanks to him and call upon his Name.

For the Lord is good;
his mercy is everlasting; *
and his faithfulness endures from age to age.

Psalm Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22  Confitemini Domino
A Reader leads the recitation
Reader and People together

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, *
and his mercy endures for ever.

Let all those whom the Lord has redeemed proclaim *
that he redeemed them from the hand of the foe.

Page 2



He gathered them out of the lands; *
from the east and from the west,
from the north and from the south.

Some were fools and took to rebellious ways; *
they were afflicted because of their sins.

They abhorred all manner of food *
and drew near to death's door.

Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, *
and he delivered them from their distress.

He sent forth his word and healed them *
and saved them from the grave.

Let them give thanks to the Lord for his mercy *
and the wonders he does for his children.

Let them offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving *
and tell of his acts with shouts of joy.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Old Testament — Numbers 21:4-9
Reader:

From Mount Hor the Israelites set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom;
but the people became impatient on the way. The people spoke against God and against Moses,
“Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no
water, and we detest this miserable food.” Then the Lord sent poisonous serpents among the
people, and they bit the people, so that many Israelites died. The people came to Moses and said,
“We have sinned by speaking against the Lord and against you; pray to the Lord to take away the
serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. And the Lord said to Moses, “Make a
poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” So
Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone,
that person would look at the serpent of bronze and live.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
Response  Thanks be to God.

The Epistle — Ephesians 2:1-10
Reader:

You were dead through the trespasses and sins in which you once lived, following the course of
this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work among those
who are disobedient. All of us once lived among them in the passions of our flesh, following the
desires of flesh and senses, and we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone else. But
God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us even when we were dead
through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—Dby grace you have been saved—and
raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the
ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ
Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the
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gift of God—not the result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are what he has made us,
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
Response  Thanks be to God.

[Celtic Alleluia omitted during Lent]

The Gospel — John 3:14-21

Officiant  The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to John.
Response  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be
lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him
may not perish but may have eternal life.

“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the
world might be saved through him. Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those who
do not believe are condemned already, because they have not believed in the name of the only
Son of God. And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved
darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. For all who do evil hate the light and do
not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. But those who do what is true
come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.”

Officiant The Gospel of our Savior.

Response Praise to you, Lord Christ.

A Reflection — Pre-recorded sermon by The Reverend Lindy Bunch, with the Episcopal Impact
Fund (formerly known as Episcopal Charities)

13 A Song of Praise  Benedictus es, Domine
Song of the Three Young Men, 29-34

A Reader leads the recitation
Reader and People together

Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; *
you are worthy of praise; glory to you.

Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name; *
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.

Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; *

on the throne of your majesty, glory to you.
Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim; *

we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.

Glory to you, beholding the depths; *
in the high vault of heaven, glory to you.
Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; *
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.
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The Apostles’ Creed
A Reader leads the recitation
Reader and People together

We believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth;
We believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Officiant ~ The Lord be with you.
Response  And also with you.
Officiant  Let us pray.

All Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.

Officiant  Let us now pray:

Suffrage B
A Reader leads each versicle (V.) and the People respond (R.) :

Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance;
Govern and uphold them, now and always.

Day by day we bless you;

We praise your Name for ever.

Lord, keep us from all sin today;

Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy.

V<AO<DL
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Lord, show us your love and mercy;
For we put our trust in you.

In you, Lord, is our hope;

And we shall never hope in vain.

V<DL

The Doxology

All Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Reader: God of the Cross, in losing our lives we find them in you. In sharing our time and
treasure, we receive the blessings of your Kingdom. Use these gifts we have
made to Christ the Lord Church toward your holy work of peace, justice, and
service in the world. Amen.

At this time, please add your prayers for yourself and the world, and thanks for God’s blessings,
out loud or in the chat.

A Prayer Commemorating Saint Joseph  March 19

Officiant:  Eternal God, who from the family of your servant David raised up Joseph to be the
guardian of your incarnate Son and the spouse of his virgin mother: Give us
grace to imitate his uprightness of life and his obedience to your commands;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

A Prayer for Guidance

Reader: Almighty and everliving God, by whom the meek are guided in judgment, and light
rises up in darkness for the godly: Grant us, in all our doubts and uncertainties,
the grace to ask what you would have us to do, that the Spirit of wisdom may save
us from all false choices, and that in your light we may see light, and in your
straight path may not stumble; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Prayer for the Sick

Reader: Heavenly Father, giver of life and health: Comfort and relieve your sick servants,
especially those suffering from COVID-19, and give your power of healing to
those who minister to their needs, that those for whom our prayers are offered
may be strengthened in their weakness and have confidence in your loving care;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

A Collect for Mission

Reader: Lord God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your
blessed Son to preach peace to those who are far off and to those who are near:
Grant that people everywhere may seek after you and find you; bring the nations
into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten the coming of your
kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The General Thanksgiving
Officiant and People together

Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up ourselves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom [KRIS-us-tum]

Reader: Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved
Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the
midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for
us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life
everlasting. Amen.

Officiant  Let us bless the Lord.
Response  Thanks be to God.

Closing Hymn — Hymnal #671, “Amazing Grace,” v. 1 & 2

Verse 1. Verse 2:

Amazing grace! how sweet the sound, "Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
that saved a wretch like me! and grace my fears relieved;

| once was lost but now am found, how precious did that grace appear

was blind but now | see. the hour I first believed!

Officiant  Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask
or imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and in
Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. 2 Corinthians 13:14

Announcements
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e-Giving Page for Christ the Lord Church
If you’d like to help support Christ the Lord with an online donation to

Priest’s Discretionary Fund

Memorial Patio

Memorial Fund

OR make a pledge payment

OR help our neighbors by making a contribution to
Food Bank of Contra Costa and Solano,

please visit https://givingtools.com/qgive/3479.
Your compassion, thoughtfulness, and generosity are much appreciated. Thank you!

Don’t forget to join us for virtual coffee hour after the service through Zoom!
Check your email from Sandy for details.
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